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On Feb. 15, the presidents of El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala assembled in San Jose, Costa
Rica, to discuss the content of a much-publicized "parallel" to the Contadora peace initiative,
sponsored by President Oscar Arias. Briefly, the plan calls for cease-fires and amnesties in the wars
affecting Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala; talks between rebel groups and the respective
three governments; free elections and the lifting of press censorship (focused on Nicaragua); the
cessation of aid to rebel groups; general reduction in armaments and size of armies in Central
America; and, prohibition of the use of any national territory for attacks against any other nation.
Adherence to the plan provisions were be supervised by a commission consisting of representatives
from the United Nations, Organization of American States and the Contadora Group. Costa Rican
officials said Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega was not invited to the meeting because Arias's
government does not regard Nicaragua as a democratic state. Sen. Christopher Dodd flew to San
Jose to monitor the meeting. He said it could constitute "an important first step for the Central
Americans to get out of the bleachers and onto the playing field in order to begin solving their own
problems." Two key congressional aides said Congress was likely to be swayed by the views of the
four presidents if they were able to agree on a joint position. Nicaraguan government officials have
denounced the meeting as an attempt to circumvent the Contadora peace process, and a hostile
act that supports Washington's policy of trying to isolate Nicaragua. Guatemalan President Vinicio
Cerezo's government has been reluctant to join any initiative that appears to be explicitly directed
against Nicaragua and that undermines Contadora. This position is in part the outcome of efforts
by the Cerezo administration to maintain a diplomatic distance from US pressure on Nicaragua and
by its dependence on Mexico, a major actor in the Contadora process. According to the NEW YORK
TIMES (02/16/87), Cerezo reportedly plans to fly to Nicaragua this week to discuss the results of the
San Jose meeting with Sandinista leaders. According to some local political analysts, the Sunday
meeting was a diplomatic failure for President Arias. The president reportedly had attempted to
obtain support from his three counterparts to request that the Sandinista government respond to
the proposal within the next two weeks, after which he would have discussed the proposal and
Sandinista reactions with Mexican President Miguel de la Madrid. President Cerezo, however,
suggested that their Nicaraguan counterpart be invited to an early Central American summit
meeting in Esquipulas, Guatemala, with the objective of "improving" the Costa Rican proposal.
Arias responded by reiterating his government's disinterest in talks with Nicaragua until such
time as Managua withdraws its suit before the World Court against the Costa Rican and Honduran
governments. The four presidents left the meeting after they agreed to resume discussion of the San
Jose initiative at a Central American summit meeting to take place within the next three months.
Lack of enthusiasm by the Central American presidents for certain aspects of the Costa Rican
proposal was expected. While fundamental changes, cease-fires and dialogue with rebels are
seemingly desirable in the Nicaraguan context, Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte is not
very anxious to undertake similar actions at home. His perspective on these matters was evident in a
remark to reporters on his arrival Saturday evening at the Juan Santamaria International Airport in
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Costa Rica. He charged Nicaragua with responsibility for the Salvadoran military situation, i.e., the
time-worn (but largely unproven) claim that the Sandinistas have provided aid to the Salvadoran
rebels. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 02/15/87, 02/16/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 02/16/87)
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